
Introducing the 
Mid -Century General Plan,
Crossroads Specific Plan, and
Environmental Impact Report

Community Meeting

Saturday July 8, 2017
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Agenda

ÁPurpose of the Meetings and Introductions

ÁWhat is a General Plan, Specific Plan, and EIR?

ÁThe Planning Process 

ÁDraft Mid -Century General Plan

ÁDraft Crossroads Specific Plan

ÁDraft Environmental Impact Report

ÁNext Steps and How You Can Continue to Participate

ÁAdjournment
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The Basics: What is a General Plan?

ÁGovernment Code Section 

65300 et. seq.:

òEvery planning agency shall 

prepare and the legislative body 

of each county and city shall 

adopt a comprehensive , long -

term general plan for the physical 

development of the county or 

city, and of any land outside its 

boundaries which in the planning 

agencyõs judgment bears relation 

to its planning.ó
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The Basics: What is a General Plan?

ÁGeneral Plan Primacy

Development decisions and 

actions related to cityõs physical 

development must be consistent 

with the General Plan.
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The Basics: What is a General Plan?

ÁContent

Plan maps, goals and policies, and 

implementation measures

Required to address seven elements, which 

may be reorganized and renamed, and other 

topics of local concern:

+ Land Use

+ Housing

+ Circulation/Mobility

+ Open Space

+ Conservation

+ Noise

+ Public Safety
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The Basics: What is a General Plan?

Á It is NOT eminent domain, or a 
plan for City acquisition of 
private property

Á It establishes the policies and 
òrulesó by which any change of 
land use, either type or density, 
will occur ONLY on the 
initiative of private property 
owners and developers
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The Basics: What is a Specific Plan?
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ÁImplements the General Plan

ÁFocuses on sub-areas of a city

ÁIntended to provide greater 
regulation guiding land use 
development to achieve a consistent 
and unified districts (or òplaceó)

ÁPlan maps, development standards, 
design guidelines, and 
implementation measures.

ÁHybrid policy and regulatory 
document ðestablishes zoning for 
properties in specific plan area



The Basics: What is an EIR?
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ÁRequired by California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)

ÁProgram Environmental Impact Report (PEIR) addresses

cumulative impacts of general and specific plans

ÁDescribesexisting conditions

ÁEvaluatesimpacts on the physical conditions that exist within

the area

ÁIdentifies measuresto mitigate impacts

ÁIdentifies unavoidable adverse impacts

ÁEvaluatesalternatives

ÁDescribesoverriding considerations



How Were the Plans Prepared?
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ÁGeneral Plan Advisory 
Committee (14 meetings)

¶Betty Kwan, Chair

¶Beverly Guan, Vice-Chair

¶Cindy Vance

¶Guy DeMarco (in memorium)

¶Jennifer Pedraza

¶Leo Acenas

¶Lucy Liu

¶Oscar Bustamante

¶Pete Santucci

¶Tim Huang
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How Were the Plans 
Prepared?


